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Life Stories: Literature and Personhood 
Dr. Reilly| Spring 2019 

DRAMATIC SCENE PRESENTATION ASSIGNMENT   

Directions: Working with a partner, write a dramatic scene or philosophical-style dialogue that 
addresses a major point in the week’s reading and connects it to the primary theme of the course. Be 
creative! A 3-5 sentence draft plan for your dialogue should be submitted to the instructor no later 
than 72 hours in advance. Be prepared to read your dialogue aloud to our seminar. It should last 15-
20 minutes. (Graded A-F) 
 
What is a “philosophical-style dialogue”? Should I be imitating Plato or Shakespeare? 
 
NO. This is a chance for you and your partner/team to write a scripted response that dramatizes 
one key argument of the pertinent week’s reading. Scripted means prepared in advance rather than 
(necessarily) read from a script in class, though you may also choose to do so. You may opt to set 
your dialogue in the present or in the past – or even in the future! – , and may use props or other 
physical additions (hand-outs, illustrations, film, etc.). Regardless of how you choose to develop the 
dialogue, it must substantively address a key point of the reading for that day and must 
conclude with a brief (2-3 minute) activity that involves the entire class. Ideally, your dialogue 
will bring the reading into closer contact with an issue or topic that is of meaning to you and your 
partner/team.  
 
Sample ideas: 

- Dinner table or dining hall debate  
- Argument at the laundromat/gas station/ other public place 
- Comedy sketch 
- Mock therapy session 
- Taxi conversation  

 
Requirements & Grading Rubric 
Your grade is based on the following:  

- Submission of 3-5 sentence draft plan 72 hours in advance of presentation (by email) 
- Successful identification of a central element of the pertinent reading  
- Ability of the dialogue to convey that element to the group and contest, elucidate, or 

further nuance it 
- Effective use of fictional scenario. Does the scenario imagined usefully enhance the 

point being made?  
- Equal distribution of workload among group members & (roughly) equal presentation 

time in class  
- Inclusion of 2-3 minute exercise that involves the entire class at the end of the 

presentation 
- Completion of self-evaluation form no later than one week following the presentation 
 

 
	


